Effects of prior predator experience and stimulus condition on cortisol content of qingbo (means ± S.E., n = 4). Light-colored boxes represent qingbo without a predator experience; and dark-colored boxes represent qingbo with a predator experience. Yellow, red and blue boxes indicate that the qingbo was measured under the predatorabsent, predator-present and non-predatory fish present conditions, respectively. a, b: Boxes with different letters indicate significant differences among stimulus conditions within either predator-experienced or predator-naive qingbo; and * indicates a significant difference between predator-experienced and predator-naive individuals measured under the same stimulus conditions. The individual data points were provided in the plot.

